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that path there lie still before us difficult tasks to whose accomplish-
ment we shall have to devote all our energies, for hard toil is still
necessary in order to win back for our nation that place of moral
and political equality which is its lit place among other nations.
In the foreground is the task of recovering the right to exercise full
sovereignty within our own frontiers. So long as the Second and
Third Zones in the Rhineland remain occupied by foreign troops,
the position there constitutes a permanent source of danger to
the happy development of relations with our Western neighbours,
and is not in harmony with the work of Locarno. The government
must expect that as a result of the accomplishment of that task
the policy of mutual understanding will be made secure.
If the Nationalists set all the emphasis on the immediate
tasks, they were no less right, they were merely narrower, than
Stresemann, who privately put all the emphasis on the larger
task of understanding and co-operation. It was a mere matter of
chronology that the tasks referred to were immediate; that
immediacy was not inherent in them.
From the national point of view the foreign political issue,
however,, narrowed down to these, and it was here that Stresernann
counted on success to secure still more fully the adhesion of the
nation to the long-term policy. He had behind him a formidable
parliamentary majority,, and an almost united people; from what
quarters and in what strength might he now expect opposition?
Now that it was abundantly clear that, if there was success,, there
would be no opposition worth considering, what forces, what
figures would be the rallying point of national opposition* if
success was not forthcoming?
Although the opposition made foreign policy the avowed
object of its attack, both on Left and Right the fundamental
object of its hostility was the democratic republic. As far as the
general aim was concerned, all the extremists were united; they
differed only in the lengths to which they were prepared to
carry violence, and in the nature of the regime which they pro-
posed to substitute for parliamentary democracy. On the Left
were the Communists, who sought a proletarian dictatorship:
on the Right, the irreconcilable wing of the Nationalists, who
wanted to restore autocratic class rule and the anti-evcrything

